
 
Reading games to play with your Nursery child 

 
Toy sounds – When your child is playing with their toys encourage them to 
make the right sounds. Farm animals, train sets, vehicles, dolls etc are great for 
this. Help your child to notice these sounds around and about. E.g. Listen to 
the sound that cars, trucks and fire engines make in the street. Practise making 
these noises, then use them with car, truck and fire engine toys. 
 

Big ears – Cup your hands around your ears and listen to sounds all around. 
Talk about what sounds you can hear. Try doing this in the house, in the 
street, in the park, on the beach etc. Talk about the sounds: Are they loud or 
quiet? Are they short or long? Can you make a similar sound with your voice? 
Shake it all about - Make simple shakers by filling plastic bottles or tubs with 
rice, pasta, pebbles etc. Play with them and talk about the sounds that they 
make. Are the sounds soft, sharp, smooth, jiggly, scratchy? 
 
Tap it out - Use the shakers above or use drums (pots and pans and wooden 
spoons are perfect) to play along with songs, rhymes and the radio. Try 
making the loudest sounds that you can then the quietest sounds that you can. 
Tap out simple rhythms. Can your child repeat the rhythm back to you? 
 
Interesting instruments- If you see or hear instruments being played either in 
real life or on TV, talk about the sounds that the instrument makes. Which 
instruments does your child like the sound of best? Can they tell you why? Can 
they imitate the sound with their voice? 
Song time- Sing your child’s favourite songs, ones they have learnt at school, 
songs you remember from childhood or songs on CDs you have at home. 
Encourage children to use their bodies to make sounds to go along with their 
singing – stamping, clapping, patting knees etc. 
 
Sound effects- Read stories and encourage children to make sound effects with 
their body – stomping, knocking, clapping, scratching etc. 
Rhyming books - When children are really familiar with a particular book, try 
pausing before the rhyming word. Encourage your child to fill in the missing 
word. 
 



Clap it out- Encourage children to think about the rhythms in words. Say 
simple nursery rhymes and clap along with one clap for each syllable. Repeat 
with knee taps, head pats or stamps. 
 
Talking about toys - Talk about your child's toys and say something about 
them that alliterates. It doesn't have to make much sense. 
Thomas the train travels on the tracks. Lion likes to lick lollies. 
Hippo huddles and cuddles me with his hairy head. 
Can your child make suggestions? This is a tricky skill and it will take time. 
Praise them for trying and making suggestions even if they don't alliterate. 
 

Quick draw - When drawing together, try drawing a snake and a sock. Point 
out that these things both begin with a 's' sound. Make the hissing s sound. 
Add some more 's' pictures e.g. snail, spider etc. Your child may be able to 
suggest some ideas as well. 
 

Voice play - Encourage your child to use their voice to make a wide range of 
sounds. E.g. At the park: 
Going up a ladder – clunk, clunk, clunk 
Coming down a slide – whoosh  
On a roundabout – wheee  
Bouncing a ball – boing 
 
Pulling faces - Play around with moving your mouth in different ways e.g 

waggling your tongue, opening as wide as possible, smiling wide, frowning, 

blowing lips etc. You may want to do this to music or it can be a fun bath time 

game. Make a range of sounds e.g oo, ee, sh, th. Exaggerate your mouth shape 

while you are doing this to encourage your child to copy your mouth shape. It 

can be fun to do this while you are both looking in a mirror. 


